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A word from the CEO

ISMAA Update

As I’m writing this Australia has just 

seen its sixth prime minister in 11 years. 

These changes are having an obvious 

effect on policy certainty, consistency 

and the ability for industry to invest. 

To make sure that issues we’ve been 

advocating for on behalf of NECA 

members aren’t overlooked, I met 

with members of the new cabinet in 

October. Some of the areas NECA has 

urged the Government to take action 

on are:

Tax – implementing the tax cuts for 

small, medium and family businesses 

which have already been passed by 

Parliament.

Workplace relations – delivering a 

framework that is fair to both the 

employee and employer delivering 

greater flexibility and efficiency.

Skills and education – improving 

the quality of vocational education, 

actively promoting the benefits of 

a trade career path and uniformly 

adopting the Skilling Australia Fund.

Infrastructure – continuing the 

investment, creating jobs and 

boosting the economic growth.

Awards season
What do Taronga Zoo, the d’Arenberg 

Cube restaurant, a RAAF Pilot Training 

School, the Pharos wing at MONA, 

Parklea Correctional Centre and the fi rst 

community-funded fl oating solar system 

all have in common? Easy – they’re all 

projects that won NECA members a state 

Excellence Award. 

I was lucky enough to attend the 

Award presentations around the country 

and it was really inspiring to see the 

contribution NECA members are making 

to so many important projects right 

across Australia.

All our state winners are automatically 

entered into the 2018 NECA National 

Excellence Awards, the most 

prestigious award for our industry.

I’m not on the judging panel, but I can 

tell you that it’s not going to be an easy 

task picking winners this year.

The Awards will be presented at a 

gala dinner on 22 November at the 

Grand Hyatt in Melbourne. It’s always a 

fantastic event and there’s still time to 

book tickets – visit the Awards section 

of www.neca.asn.au to book.

New Wiring Rules
After months of waiting, the 2018 Wiring 

Rules were fi nally released in June this 

year. If you haven’t got your hands on a 

copy yet and you’re a NECA member, 

we’re making it easy for you. If you’re after 

a hard copy, pick one up at a discounted 

price from your local Chapter. You can 

also access the new Standard for free on 

NECA’s Technical Knowledge Database 

24/7 – just one of the benefi ts of being a 

NECA member. 

Suresh Manickam
CEO, National Electrical 
and Communications Association

Early this year, NECA was appointed by the 

Federal Government to deliver their Industry 

Specialist Mentoring for Australian Apprentices 

(ISMAA) program to electrotechnology 

apprentices Australia-wide. The program has 

been running for some time now and one of 

NECA’s mentors, Adam Waterhouse, has given 

us an insight into the most frequent areas the 

mentors are called on to provide advice.

Profi ling: Every task has a profi le that 

the apprentices must work through in 

progression. There have been signifi cant 

improvements in progress in this area with 

the mentors available to deal with questions 

via a quick phone call.

Confi dence: Mentors have helped 

apprentices to fi nd ways to talk to their 

employers about work or personal issues 

that the employer and apprentice can then 

work through and deal with before they 

develop further.

Maths skills: A lot of the mentors relate 

to the struggles that apprentices have 

when the maths component of their 

apprenticeship ramps up. They share tricks 

and resources and training resources with 

their mentees to help them master their 

maths skills.

Finances: Managing budgets can be tricky 

when you fi rst start earning. Again, this is 

an area experienced by many mentors who 

can give advice on how they overcame 

the challenges for example getting a 

concession card for cheaper bills.

Downtime: Keeping motivated during 

the downtime between jobs can be tricky 

for some. The mentors are able to explain 

to the apprentices how the contracting 

sector works, reassuring them and 

keeping them focused.

“An apprenticeship can be a rollercoaster; 

one day you’re up, the next you’re down. The 

mentors help smooth out the ride and support 

the apprentices with advice and tools to help 

them complete their training,” Adam says.
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Australia’s most comprehensive 
Technical Knowledge Base – just one 

NECA’s exclusive Technical Knowledge Base (TKB) is an online, 
fully searchable resource providing up-to-date technical advice 
for all members of the electrotechnology sector.
Accessible 24/7 from your computer or smartphone, NECA TKB 
includes the latest:

 
product recalls and industry alerts

drawings to NECA Technical Experts to get personalised support.

Contact your local chapter and get 24/7 access to NECA TKB with membership.

2018 
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Technical Knowledge 
Base (TKB)
FREE member access

NECA ACT
T (02) 6280 5580

NECA TAS
T (03) 6234 3464

NECA NSW
T (02) 9744 1099

NECA VIC
T (03) 9645 5533

NECA QLD
T 07 3276 7950

NECA WA
T (08) 6241 6100

NECA SA & NT
T (08) 8272 2966

For more information about NECA, visit our website.

www.neca.asn.au
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NECA State Excellence Awards 2018

ACT 2018 NECA EXCELLENCE AWARDS

SA 2018 NECA EXCELLENCE AWARDS

WA 2018 NECA EXCELLENCE AWARDS

QLD 2018 NECA EXCELLENCE AWARDS

TAS 2018 NECA EXCELLENCE AWARDS

NSW 2018 NECA EXCELLENCE AWARDS
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The Australian Cabler Registration Service (ACRS) 
provides a fast, reliable and low-cost registration 
service for the electrical and communications industry.
Peace of mind costs less than 60c a week! Register with ACRS and reap the benefits of being with the only Australian 
electrical specialist registry while avoiding a hefty fine.

It is illegal for anyone other than a registered cabler to install or maintain cabling that connects to the 
telecommunications network. So if you are installing any equipment that will connect to the network – from smart 
home systems to extra phone lines – you need a current cabling registration. 

Carrying a current cabling registration card confirms you have completed the relevant training and gained the 
professional experience to complete the work to the customer’s expectations.

Cabling Registration run 
by the industry, for the industry

Fast, reliable personalised advice and service from our 
expert staff

Quarterly updates providing the latest cabling news, 
industry issues and training information

Comprehensive website www.acrs.com.au with directory of 
training organisations and Cabler Quick Search

Range of registration and renewal options – online, in 
person, email, mail or fax

Wholly owned subsidiary of NECA – the peak industry body 
for electrical contractors

Licenced by Australian Communications & Media Authority.

1 year 3 years
ACRS Cabler 
Registration Service

$ 35.00 $ 88.00

ASIAL N/A $ 91.00

BICSI Registered Cablers Australia $ 38.50 $ 88.00

FPA Australia N/A $ 87.50

TITAB $ 42.00 $ 94.00

Register with ACRS now
Call the ACRS Cabler Registration service 
centre on 1300 667 771 or visit our website

www.acrs.com.au

Why choose ACRS?

Owned and operated by the National Electrical and Communication Association

$ 87.25

$ 91.00
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